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JULY 7, 2020 

BOARD MINUTES 

 

Pursuant to motion of adjournment the Polk County Board of Commissioners met in 

regular session at 8:00 o’clock a.m., July 7, 2020 at Environmental Services, 320 Ingersoll Avenue, 

Crookston, MN. Members present:   Commissioner Gerald Jacobson, Commissioner Warren 

Strandell, Commissioner Gary Willhite, Commissioner Joan Lee and Commissioner Don Diedrich 

and Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator, Clerk of the Board. Other present: Michelle Cote, 

Deputy Clerk of the Board. 

 

REVISED AGENDA  

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Jacobson and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the July 7, 2020 agenda adding Bob Kovar 

with County Road 62 concerns. 

 

 CONSENT AGENDA  

 A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the July 7, 2020 consent agenda: 

1. Approve Auditor Warrants. 

 

             Commission Lee joined the meeting at 8:14 a.m.  

 

 COUNTY BOARD MEMBERS ISSUE FORUM 

1. Commissioner Jacobson brought forth that he received calls of concern regarding Maple 

Lake Park East Shore new parking.    

2. Commissioner Strandell brought forth discussion regarding the death of Joe Bouvette, 

Kittson County Commissioner. Mr. Bouvette was the Chair of the Northwest Regional 

Development Commission.  Discussion was brought forth regarding Tri-County 

Community Corrections and an inmate testing positive for COVID-19.   

3. Commissioner Willhite brought forth that he participated at Valley Talk at KROX Radio. 

He also participated in a Polk County Planning Commission meeting.    

4. Commissioner Lee brought forth that she participated in a Red Lake Corridor meeting 

where grants were the focus.  She also participated in a Polk County Personnel Committee 

meeting. Discussion was brought forth regarding calls of concerns of an area near Cross 

Lake where a beaver dam was removed.   

5. Commissioner Diedrich brought forth that he attended no meetings since the prior Board 

meeting.   

 

PLANNING AND ZONING 

 Jacob Snyder, Environmental Specialist/Planning and Zoning Administrator came before the 

Board with matters pertaining to Planning and Zoning: 

1. Resolution (2020-59) Conditional Use Permit For Curtis Block For A Self-Storage 

Unit Building 

Resolution (2020-59) was offered by Commissioner Jacobson seconded by 

Commissioner Lee and adopted upon the following vote:  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, 

Willhite, Strandell and Jacobson. NAYS: None. (See Resolution (2020-59) on file in 
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the Administrator’s Office.) 

2. Resolution (2020-60) Conditional Use Permit For Brian LaPlante “Back When 

Foods, Inc.” For Operation Of A Commercial Bakery 

Resolution (2020-60) was offered by Commissioner Strandell seconded by 

Commissioner Diedrich and adopted upon the following vote:  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, 

Willhite, Strandell and Jacobson. NAYS: None.  (See Resolution (2020-60) on file in 

the Administrator’s Office.) 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

 Sarah Reese, Public Health Director came before the Board with matters pertaining to her 

department: 

1. School Health Services Agreements – Fisher, Climax-Shelly and Win-E-Mac 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the School Health Services 

Agreements with Fisher, Climax-Shelly and Win-E-Mac to provide a licensed school 

nurse as presented to the Board.  (Agreements on file in the Administrator’s Office) 

2. School Health Services Agreement Cathedral and Our Savior’s – Crookston 

Public Schools 

A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson seconded by Commissioner Strandell 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the School Health Services 

Agreement with Crookston Public Schools to provide a licensed school nurse for the 

parochial schools of Cathedral and Our Savior’s – Crookston Public Schools.  (Agreement 

on file in the Administrator’s Office) 

 

REVISED AGENDA  

A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson seconded by Commissioner Diedrich and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to revise the July 7, 2020 agenda by adding No. 6 under 

Highway regarding a reimbursement to the Maple Lake Campground host Roxanne Bechhold. 

 

 HIGHWAY 

 Richard Sanders, Polk County Highway Engineer came before the Board with matters 

pertaining to his department: 

1. SP 060-596-003 CR 210 From CSAH 37 To TH 2 

A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to award SP 060-596-003 to Asphalt, LLC, 

Newfolden, MN in the amount of $1,445,891.00 and have the Chair and Administrator 

sign the contracts.  

2. Survey Equipment Upgrade 

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Strandell  

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to purchase upgraded survey equipment 

for the Polk County Highway Department from Frontier Precision, Inc., Waite Park, 

MN in the amount of $7,839.20. 

3. Replace Maintenance Man II Position 

Due to a resignation a motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by 

Commissioner Willhite and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to allow the Polk 

County Highway Department to fill the Maintenance Man II position and authorize 

Human Resources to advertise for this position. 
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4. Resolution (2020-61) Retirement Of William Pahlen – Highway Department 

 

Retirement Of William Pahlen – Highway Department 

RESOLUTION (2020-61) 

 

The following resolution (2020-61) was offered by Commissioner Diedrich: 

 

WHEREAS, William Pahlen will officially retire as Maintenance Man of the Polk 

County Highway Department, effective August 3rd, 2020, and 

 

WHEREAS, William has faithfully and diligently served the residents of Polk County 

for the past 13 years.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Polk County Board of 

Commissioners does hereby accept the retirement of William Pahlen from the Polk 

County Highway Department with regret, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Polk County Board of Commissioners wishes 

to extend a hearty thank you for a job well done, and 

 

BE FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Polk County Board of Commissioners want to 

extend to you best wishes for a long, active and enjoyable retirement. 

 

Commissioner Strandell seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, Willhite, Strandell and Jacobson. 

NAYS: None.   

5. 2021 Budget – Wheelage and Local Option Sales Tax 

Discussion was held with the Board regarding the 2021 Budget - Wheelage and Local 

Option Sales Tax. The Local Option Transportation Funding in Minnesota handout was 

also presented and discussed with the Board.  (Handout on file in the Administrator’s 

Office) 

6. *Campground Host Reimbursement 

A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the payment to Roxanne Bechhold 

for campsite reimbursement in the amount of $1,928.25.      

 

CITIZEN CONCERNS 

Bob Kovar, East Grand Forks, MN appeared before the Board with concerns regarding 

County Road 62.  His concerns were focused on the condition of the road and the safety of people 

traveling it after every rain.   

 

 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 Jon Steiner, Environmental Services Director came before the Board with matters pertaining 

to his department: 

1. CY 2020 Hauler License 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Willhite and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the 2020 Polk County Haulers License 

application for R J Zavoral & Sons, East Grand Forks, MN. 

1. CY 2021 Solid Waste Fee Assessment Schedule 

Continuation of discussion from the June 16 and June 23, 2020 Board meetings 

regarding the Assessment Schedule was held with the Board. The CY 2021 Solid Waste 

Fee Assessment Schedule and the Proposed CY 2021 Solid Waste Assessment 

Schedule were presented to the Board.  A motion was made by Commissioner Willhite 

seconded by Commissioner Jacobson and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to 

approve the CY 2021 Solid Waste Fee Assessment Schedule as presented, with the 

exception of using the $140.00 household rate in lieu of the $150.00 household rate 

shown.  (Handouts on file in the Administrator’s Office) 

 

 SOCIAL SERVICES 

 Karen Warmack, Social Services Director came before the Board with matters pertaining 

to her department: 

1. Contract With Department Of Employment And Economic Development 

A motion was made by Commissioner Lee seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the language changes in the 

contract with the Department of Employment and Economic Development in the 

amount not to exceed $679,633.00 for the MFIP/DWP Program as presented to the 

Board. The contract period is effective through December 31, 2020.  (Contract on file 

in the Administrator’s Office) 

 

 PROPERTY RECORDS 

 Michelle Cote, Property Records Director came before the Board with matters pertaining 

to her department: 

1. Abatement Request(s) 

Discussion was held with the Board regarding application for abatement of property 

tax that has been received from the following: 

WOK Inc., dba Happy Joes Pizza and Ice Cream Parlor requesting a non-specific 

reduction of taxes on Parcel No. 82.00140.00 and Miller Partnership/IC Muggs Owner 

requesting a reduction of 25% of the 2020 taxes, 25% of the tax and the solid waste fee 

is $2,224.00.  Parcel No. 82.02685.00 (This parcel also includes the Best Buy Liquor 

Off-Sale).  A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner 

Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to deny the afore mentioned 

application of abatement of property taxes. 

2. 2020 Primary And General Election Canvassing Dates 

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to move the date of the 2020 Primary Election 

to Friday August 14, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. 

3. Workstation Expenditure Request 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Jacobson 

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the quote from Innovative, 

Bemidji, MN in the amount of $9,253.17 for three workstations in the Tax Payer 

Service Center to be paid from the Recorder’s Compliance Fund. 
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 ADMINISTRATION 

  Chuck Whiting, Polk County Administrator came before the Board with matters pertaining 

to his department: 

1. NACo 2020 Voting Credentials/Delegate 

A motion was made by Commissioner Diedrich seconded by Commissioner Willhite  

and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to assign Richard Sanders, Polk County 

Highway Engineer as Polk County’s designated delegate for the NACo 2020 Voting 

Credentials.   

2. Review Of CARES Act – Coronavirus Relief Fund 

The CARES Act – Coronavirus Relief Fund was discussed with the Board. 

3. Tentative Agreement With AFSCME Social Workers Unit 

The tentative agreement with AFSCME Social Workers Unit was discussed with the 

Board.  A motion was made by Commissioner Lee seconded by Commissioner 

Jacobson and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the tentative 

agreement with AFSCME Social Workers Unit as presented.   

4. 2021 Budget Status 

a. Preliminary Board Budget 

The preliminary Board budget was discussed with the Board. 

 

 AUDITOR WARRANTS 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the following Auditor Warrants for payment: 

 

AUDITOR WARRANTS 06/02/2020 

 
   AUDITOR WARRANTS 06/9/2020 
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   AUDITOR WARRANTS 06/16/2020 

 
AUDITOR WARRANTS 06/22/2020 
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AUDITOR WARRANTS 06/23/2020 
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AUDITOR WARRANTS 06/30/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 05/29/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 06/01/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 06/08/2020 
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MANUAL WARRANTS 06/12/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 06/12/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 06/15/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 06/17/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 06/22/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 06/22/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 06/22/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 06/22/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 06/26/2020 
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MANUAL WARRANTS 06/26/2020 

 
MANUAL WARRANTS 06/26/2020 

 
 

With no further business, the Board adjourned to reconvene at 9:30 a.m., July 21, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Gary Willhite, Chair 

 

 

 

 

 ______________________________________ 

 Charles S. Whiting, Polk County Administrator 

 Clerk of the Board 


