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FEBRUARY 16, 2021 

BOARD MINUTES 

 

Pursuant to motion of adjournment, the Polk County Board of Commissioners met in 

regular session at 9:30 o’clock a.m., February 16, 2021.  Commissioner Warren Strandell, 

Commissioner Joan Lee, Commissioner Gerald Jacobson, Commissioner Willhite, Commissioner 

Holy and Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator, Clerk of the Board.   Others present Michelle 

Cote, Deputy Clerk of the Board. 

 

REVISED AGENDA 

A motion was made by Commissioner Lee seconded by Commissioner Holy and adopted 

by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the February 16, 2021 revised agenda adding No. 3 

under Chuck Whiting, Administration. 

  

CONSENT ITEMS 

A motion was made by Commissioner Willhite seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the February 16, 2021 consent items: 

1. Approve the January 26 and February 2, 2021 Board minutes. 

2. Approve Commissioner Warrants:  General Revenue Fund, $59,126.01; Public Works 

Fund, $52,460.36; Public Safety Fund, $167,245.17; Public Health Fund, $9,658.76;   

Forfeited Tax Sale Fund, $100.00; Special Assessments (Ditch) Fund, $3,440.00; 

Environmental Services Fund, $190,452.24; Resource Recovery Fund, $171,087.82; 

Landfill Fund, $57,260.05.; Per Diems, $600.00; Meal Reimbursements (without 

overnight lodging), $23.29 and Sign Audit List.  

3. Approve payment to US Bank, St. Louis, MO in the amount of $160,203.26 for 

procurement card purchases. 

4. Re-Appoint Brad Grunhovd, Director from Polk County as a representative on the Board 

of Directors of the Red River Valley Development Association for a 3-year term to expire 

on 3/6/2024. 

 

 COUNTY BOARD MEMBER ISSUE FORUM 

1. Commissioner Strandell brought forth that he attended the Tri-County Community 

Corrections meeting where the focus was finances and jail census. He also participated 

in an ATP meeting where three projects were reviewed.  

2. Commissioner Lee brought forth that she participated in the Wild Rice Marsh One 

Watershed One Plan meeting.  She also participated in the AMC Futures Committee 

meeting.  In addition, she participated in the Fosston Law Enforcement meeting and 

provided her weekly talk on the radio.  She also participated in the Extension 

Committee and SCHSAC meetings. She received calls regarding second amendment 

concerns and the Red River Valley Development Association Committee.  

3. Commissioner Jacobson brought forth that he attended the Tri-Valley Opportunity 

Council meeting and an MRC meeting which was focused on Governor Walz vehicle 

environmental initiative.  He also attended an RTCC meeting.   

4. Commissioner Willhite brought forth that he participated in the Extension Committee 

meeting in addition to the Tri-Valley Opportunity Council meeting.   
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5. Commissioner Holy brought forth discussion that he researched a potential flood 

insurance program.   

 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

 Karen Warmack, Social Services Director came before the Board with matters pertaining 

to her department: 

1. Human Trafficking Investigators Task Force Memorandum of Understanding 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Holy and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Boar to approve the Human Trafficking Investigators 

Task Force Memorandum of Understanding as presented to the Board.  (MOU on file 

in the Administrator’s Office) 

2. Northwestern Mental Health Center Substance Use Program 

A motion was made by Commissioner Willhite seconded by Commissioner Lee and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Northwestern Mental Health 

Center to increase Substance Use Services at 100 Gretchen Lane, Crookston, MN and 

sign the letter of support to the Department of Human Services as presented to the 

Board.  (Letter of Support on file in the Administrator’s Office) 

 

SANDHILL WATERSHED DISTRICT 

 April Swenby, Sandhill Watershed District Administrator came before the Board with 

matters pertaining to the Watershed: 

1. Resolution (2021-14) To Support A Sand Hill River Watershed One Watershed, 

One Plan Project 

Resolution To Support A Sand Hill River Watershed 

One Watershed, One Plan Project 

 

The following resolution (2021-14) was offered by Commissioner Holy: 

 

WHEREAS, The Minnesota Board of Soil and Water Resources has developed policies 

for coordination and development of comprehensive watershed management plans, 

also known as One Watershed, One Plan, consistent with Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 

103B.801, Comprehensive Watershed Management Planning Program; and 

 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103B.301, Comprehensive Local Water 

Management Act, authorizes Minnesota Counties to develop and implement a local 

water management plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103D.401, Watershed Management Plan, 

authorizes Minnesota Watershed Districts to develop and implement a watershed 

management plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103C.331, subdivision 11, Comprehensive 

Plan, authorizes Minnesota Soil and Water Conservation Districts to develop and 

implement a comprehensive plan; and 
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WHEREAS, The counties, soil and water conservation districts, and watershed districts 

within the Sand Hill River Watershed (38), as delineated in the attached One 

Watershed, One Plan Suggested Boundary Map, have interest in developing a 

comprehensive watershed management plan for this area. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That Polk County recognizes and supports 

watershed-scale planning efforts consistent with Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 

103B.801, also known as One Watershed, One Plan; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Polk County welcomes the opportunity to 

collaborate with the counties, soil and water conservation districts, and watershed 

districts within the Sand Hill River Watershed (39) for watershed-scale planning efforts 

in the future; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Polk County Board of Commissioners 

supports an application to the Board of Water and Soil Resources for a planning grant 

to develop a comprehensive watershed management plan and anticipates entering into 

a Memorandum of Agreement with the counties, soil and water conservation districts, 

and watershed districts within the Sand Hill River Watershed (39), to collaborate on 

this effort, pending selection as a recipient of a planning grant.  

  

Commissioner Strandell seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Jacobson, Willhite, Strandell and Holy. NAYS: 

None.  

 

HIGHWAY 

 Richard Sanders, Polk County Highway Engineer came before the Board with matters 

pertaining to his department: 

1. Approve Bond Agreement No. 1045389 

The Legislature appropriated bonding funds to the Local Road Improvement Program 

and Fisher Avenue (CSAH 11) reconstruction project was allocated $1,000,000 in bond 

funds from this Program. A motion was made by Commissioner Willhite seconded by 

Commissioner Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve Bond 

Agreement 1045389 and allow the Polk County Administrator and the Chair of the 

Board to sign the Agreement. (Bond Agreement on file in the Administrator’s Office) 

2. Resolution (2021-15) Exhibit E for Grant Agreement to State Transportation 

Fund Local Road Improvement Program Grant Terms and Conditions/SAP 060-

611-020 

RESOLUTION (2021-15) 

Exhibit E for Grant Agreement to State Transportation 

Fund Local Road Improvement Program 

Grant Terms and Conditions/SAP 060-611-020 

 

The following resolution (2021-15) was offered by Commissioner Holy: 
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WHEREAS, Polk County has applied to the Commissioner of Transportation for a 

grant from the Minnesota State Transportation Fund for Local Road Improvement; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Commissioner of Transportation has given notice that funding for 

this project is available; and 

 

WHEREAS, The amount of the grant has been determined to be $1,000,000.00 by 

reason of the lowest responsible bid; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That Polk County does hereby agree to the 

terms and conditions of the grant consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 174.52 

and will pay any additional amount by which the cost exceeds the estimate, and will 

return to the Minnesota State Transportation Fund any amount appropriated for the 

project but not required.  The proper county officers are authorized to execute a grant 

agreement and any amendments thereto with the Commissioner of Transportation 

concerning the above-referenced grant. 

 
Commissioner Lee seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted upon 

the following vote.  YEAS:  Lee, Jacobson, Willhite, Strandell and Holy.  NAYS: None.  

3. CSAH 21/TH 75 Discussion 

Discussion was held with the Board regarding CSAH 21/TH 75.  MNDOT D2 Traffic 

had discussions with the Safety Office in St. Paul. They sent in an application to receive 

MNDOT’s Share of the Highway Safety Improvement Program Funds to construct a 

Roundabout at TH 75/ CSAH 21 Intersection.  Polk County has been asked to do the 

same for the counties share of HSIP Funding for year 2024 funding.  Polk County has 

received a funding letter stating Polk County will receive 400k. MNDOT D2 is asking 

for 1.3 million. We are estimating total project cost at 2 million. Remainder will be 

paid for by MNDOT D2 and Polk County. 

 

PLANNING AND ZONING 

 Jacob Snyder, Environmental Specialist/Planning and Zoning Administrator came before the 

Board with matters pertaining to Planning and Zoning: 

1. Resolution (2021-17) Termination Of Recorded Resolutions 2017-68 As Document 

No. A000711957 Recorded November 9, 2017 & Document No. A000711923 

Recorded November 7, 2017 (Robert A. Nelson & Kristi S. Magnuson) 

 

RESOLUTION (2021-17) 

Termination Of Recorded Resolutions 2017-68 As 

Document No. A000711957 Recorded November 9, 2017 

And Document No. A000711923 Recorded November 7, 2017 

Robert A. Nelson & Kristi S. Magnuson 

 

 WHEREAS, The following resolution (2021-17) was offered by Commissioner Holy: 

 



` 

February 16, 2021 
 Page 5 
 

 WHEREAS, A Conditional Use Permit was issued on October 31, 2017 to allow for a 

septic system to be hooked up to an accessory structure; and 

 

WHEREAS, Robert A Nelson and Kristi S Magnuson, landowners of parcel 

74.00877.00 failed to meet conditions and to act on their Conditional Use Permit; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, At the request of the Polk County Assistant 

Environmental Services Administrator, the Polk County Board of Commissioners 

Terminate resolution 2017-68 and Document No. A000711923. 

  

Commissioner Strandell seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Jacobson, Willhite, Strandell and Holy.  NAYS:  

None.  

2. Resolution (2021-18) Termination Of Recorded Resolutions 2018-79 As Document 

No. A000719085 Recorded January 24, 2019 And Document No. A000719370 

Recorded February 20, 2019 (Ronny & Arlis Proulx) 

 

RESOLUTION (2021-18) 

Termination Of Recorded Resolutions 2018-79 As 

Document No. A000719085 Recorded January 24, 2019 

And Document No. A000719370 Recorded February 20, 2019 

Ronny & Arlis Proulx 

 

WHEREAS, The following resolution (2021-18) was offered by Commissioner 

Willhite: 

 

WHEREAS, A Conditional Use Permit was issued on December 11, 2018 to allow for 

a septic system to be hooked up to an existing accessory structure; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ronny and Arlis Proulx, landowners of parcel 74.00742.00 failed to meet 

conditions and to act on their Conditional Use Permit; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, At the request of the Polk County Assistant 

Environmental Services Administrator, the Polk County Board of Commissioners 

Terminate resolution 2018-79 and Document No. A000719370. 

  

Commissioner Holy seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Jacobson, Willhite, Strandell and Holy.  NAYS: 

None.  

3 .  Resolution (2021-19) Termination Of Recorded Resolution 2020-47, Document 

A000726763 Recorded June 4, 2020 (Philip Knutson) 

 

 

 

 



` 

February 16, 2021 
 Page 6 
 

RESOLUTION (2021-19) 

Termination Of Recorded Resolution 2020-47, 

Document A000726763 Recorded June 4, 2020 

Philip Knutson 
 

WHEREAS, The following resolution (2021-19) was offered by Commissioner 

Strandell: 

 

WHEREAS, A conditional use permit was issued on May 26, 2020 to allow for an 

accessory structure over 2500 sq. ft.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Philip Knutson, Landowner of parcel #59.00090.01, wishes to terminate 

the ability to have an accessory structure over 2500 sq. ft.; and has failed to meet 

conditions regarding building in the 100-year floodplain to validate the conditional use 

permit for construction of said accessory structure. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, At the request of the landowner that the Polk 

County Board of Commissioners terminate resolution 2020-47. 

 

Commissioner Lee seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Jacobson, Willhite, Strandell and Holy.  NAYS:  

None.  

4. Board of Adjustment – Per Diem Request 

The Planning and Zoning staff are requesting the Board to grant per diem to the Board 

of Adjustment members, which is a Board that makes final decisions on variance 

requests for the County.  No action was taken on the Board of Adjustment members 

per diem request. 

 

PROPERTY RECORDS 

 Michelle Cote, Property Records Director came before the Board with matters pertaining 

to her department: 

1. Resolution (2021-16) Crookston Firefighters Association Of Crookston Gambling 

Permit 

RESOLUTION (2021-16) 

Crookston Firefighters Association Of Crookston Gambling Permit 

 

The following resolution (2021-16) was offered by Commissioner Willhite: 

  

WHEREAS, The Crookston Firefighters Association of Crookston, Minnesota has 

presented a Minnesota Lawful Gambling premises permit application to be approved 

by the Polk County Board of Commissioners for gambling activities to be conducted 

the Snow Sled Inn Bar and Grill, Crookston, MN Gentilly Township  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners does 

hereby approve the Minnesota Lawful Gambling premises permit application for the 
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Crookston Firefighters Association of Crookston, Minnesota to conduct gambling 

activities in the Township of Gentilly at Snow Sled Inn Bar and Grill, 26035 180th AVE 

SW, Crookston, MN 56716 modifying the prior resolution 2020-095.   

 

Commissioner Strandell seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Jacobson, Willhite, Strandell and Holy.  NAYS: 

None.  

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 Chuck Whiting, Polk County Administrator came before the Board with matters pertaining 

to his department: 

1. Agreement with DDA for Classification and Compensation Support Services 

Polk County has been using Springsted/Baker Tilly for position job descriptions and 

pointing support.  Discussion along with the Proposal for Classification and 

Compensation Assistance from David Drown Associates, Minneapolis, MN for these 

services was presented to the Board.   A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell 

seconded by Commissioner Lee and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to 

approve Polk County staff to enter into an agreement with David Drown Associates 

for classification and compensation support services as presented.  (Proposal on file 

in the Administrator’s Office) 

2. Resolution (2021-20) Awarding County Relief Grants To Local Polk County 

Businesses 

 

RESOLUTION (2021- 20) 

Awarding County Relief Grants To Local Polk County Businesses 

 

The following resolution (2021-20) was offered by Commissioner Strandell: 

 

WHEREAS, The State of Minnesota appropriated $114,800,000 for payments to 

counties for relief grants to local businesses adversely impacted by the Governor’s 

COVID-19 pandemic executive orders; and 

 

WHEREAS, Polk County’s allocation is $622,143 for business relief grants; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Polk County Board of Commissioners adopted Resolution 2021-05 

on January 5, 2021 set the distribution of these funds within the County as: 

 

   East Grand Forks  $200,000 

   Crookston   $200,000 

   Fosston   $120,000 

   Rural Polk County  $100,000 

   Remainder to be determined  $2,143 

 

AND WHEREAS, An application and review process was set with the cities of East 

Grand Forks, Crookston and Fosston for determining the eligible businesses to be 
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awarded grants and the amounts based on statutory eligibility criteria and local 

determinations of need; and 

 

WHEREAS, The following entities and grant amount have been determined to meet 

these criteria: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A&H Vending $2,000

Alvarado Fire $2,000

Huot $4,800

NPPGA $1,000

RURAL EAST GRAND FORKS TOTAL $9,800

RURAL EAST GRAND FORKS
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The Other Place $5,150

Luxe Salon (Tanya Benson) $1,000

Polk County Fair $1,244

Paws Hoofs and Claws $1,000

Luxe Salon (Donna Bjerk) $1,000

Attractions Salon (Vickie Solie) $1,000

Agassiz Environmental Learning Center $2,000

Side Street Bar & Grill $5,150

Clear Image Collective $2,000

Northside Express $5,150

Aaron Swenby Construction $1,000

Mill Street Café LLC $5,150

Erickson's Smokehouse Catering $5,150

Salon 32 $1,000

Snow Sled Inn Bar & Grill $5,150

Cloud Nine Studios Photography LLC $1,000

Stacy Erickson (LilaRose Stylist) $1,000

RURAL CROOKSTON TOTAL $44,144

Spring Lake VFW - Lengby $5,150

Parenteau's Oof-Da Tacos $5,150

Moran's Supper Club, Winger $5,150

Kiecker Coatings $1,000

Kiecker Countryside Daycare $1,000

Ness Café, Erskine $5,150

Red Lake County Co-op McIntosh Cenex $1,000

Manecke Heating & Cooling $1,000

The Deuce Bar & Grill, Erskine $5,150

The Beauty Room DBA Sue's Hair Etc $1,000

Little Bobby's Bar & Grill, McIntosh $5,150

Michelle's Daycare $1,000

Lakeview Resort, Mentor $5,150

Liquor Pigs, Winger $5,150

Krissy's Hair Affair $1,000

RURAL FOSSTON TOTAL $48,200

TOTAL RURAL POLK COUNTY $102,144

RURAL CROOKSTON

RURAL FOSSTON
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1st Glance Event Design $5,000

Al Huda Islamic Center East Grand Forks MN $2,000

American Legion Post 157 $2,000

Central Stores Inc $7,500

East River's Edge Corp $7,500

Boardwalk Bar & Grill LLC $7,500

S + S Luck $7,500

El Azteca East Grand Forks Inc $7,500

Yogurt & Things $2,000

Dacotah Aerie Number 350 $2,000

Proll LLC $15,000

Great Expectations Child Care $3,000

Heritage Foundation of East Grand Forks $4,000

The Diner on Main LLC $15,000

Inthanon LLC $7,500

SJA Thunder Corp $15,000

Conely & Dub Inc $15,000

William R Norman $5,000

Red Pepper East $3,500

Red River Masonic Lodge 292 $2,000

River Cinema Inc $7,500

Salon 222 $5,000

Sickies ND Inc $7,500

The Spud Jr LLC $15,000

Triangle Coach Service LLC $15,000

Up North Hospitality Inc $7,500

VFW Post #3817 $2,000

Waves Float Center LLC $5,000

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TOTAL $200,000

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS
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Firefighter's Assoc. $2,000

RBJ's $9,000

El Gordito $9,000

Wonderful Life Foods $5,000

United Way $2,000

Functionally Fit $9,000

Heroes Rise $2,500

Holiday Store $3,000

Healing Hands Massage $2,500

China Moon $9,000

Gold Star Steam Cleaning $3,000

Cobblestone Hotel $9,000

TLC Hair Care $2,500

Studio 108 (Stacy Nicholls) $2,500

Studio 108 (Martha Newquist) $2,500

Americ Inn $9,000

Irishman's Shanty $9,000

Hong's $9,000

Touch of Hands $2,500

River Cinema DBA Grand Theatre $9,000

Shear Sisters (Kari Trudeau) $2,500

Anytime Fitness $9,000

Mugoos Pizza $4,500

IC Muggs $4,500

Erickson Embroidery $3,000

Blue Line Club $2,000

Cutting Edge Salon $2,500

Synergy $2,500

Masonic Lodge $2,000

Shear Sisters (T Durbin) $2,500

Polk County Historical Society $2,000

L & C Stahlecker & Sons (DBA Crookston Inn) $9,000

Drafts Sports Bar and Grill $9,000

VFW $9,000

Moon Child Massage $2,500

Eagles $9,000

Joyful Heart Photogrphy $2,500

Happy Joes $9,000

YOU-Neek Impression $2,000

CITY OF CROOKSTON TOTAL $200,000

CITY OF CROOKSTON
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County Administration is authorized to proceed and implement payment of grant 

awards in these amounts as soon as possible, and no later than March 15, 2021.  

 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted 

upon the following vote.  YEAS:  Lee, Jacobson, Willhite, Strandell and Holy. NAYS: 

None.  

3. *Resolution (2021-21) Proposed State Wildlife Management Area Acquisition 

 

RESOLUTION (2021- 21) 

Proposed State Wildlife Management Area Acquisition 

 

 

Shear Magic Salon & Tanning $3,000

Trident Educational Consulting $7,000

Abby Pearson Massage $2,500

Embassy Community Center $2,000

Cut N Creations $4,000

GirlTime Getaways, LLC $7,500

Sjulson Family Dentistry $4,000

Smiles Designs by Sandwick $7,000

Moore Family Theatre $24,999

Daroos Pizza $3,000

The Cutting Edge $4,000

Anytime Fitness $7,500

Ventures Bar & Grill $7,500

Murphy Flooring $3,000

Generations Clothing for Him $2,000

Carlin Family Funeral Service $3,000

Thrivent Financial $7,000

LePiers Inc $4,000

Fosston Subway $4,000

LePier Lodge $4,000

LePier Oil Co $3,000

Chiropractic Health Clinic - Mitch Marquis $3,000

MDV, Inc $3,000

CITY OF FOSSTON TOTAL $119,999

GRAND TOTAL $622,143

CITY OF FOSSTON
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 The following resolution (2021-20) was offered by Commissioner Jacobson: 
  

WHEREAS, In accordance with; Minnesota Statutes 84.944, Subd. 3 and 97A.145, 

Subd. 2 the Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources on February 16, 

2021, provided the County Board with a description of lands to be acquired by the State 

of Minnesota for Wildlife Management Area purposes.  Lands to be acquired are 

described in Exhibit A, and; 

 

EXHIBIT A 

 

The East Four Hundred Fifty feet (E 450’) of the North Twelve Hundred Feet (N 

1,200’) of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (SW ¼, NW ¼) of Section 

Twenty-four (24), Township One Hundred Forty-eight (148) North of Range Forty-

three (43) West of the Fifth Principal Meridian. 

 

“This is a preliminary version of the legal description.  This description is intended to 

generally describe the property in the proposed transaction.  However, the final legal 

description is subject to change for reasons including but not limited to correcting 

errors, ensuring accuracy, and/or after property surveying.” 

 
IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, By the Board of County Commissioners of Polk County 

on February 16, 2021 that the State’s proposed acquisition of the above shown 

described property be approved. 

 
Commissioner Holy seconded the foregoing resolution and it was declared adopted upon 

the following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Jacobson, Willhite, Strandell and Holy.  NAYS: None.  

 

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Willhite seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board that the following Commissioner Warrants were 

approved: 

 

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS 

DATED 02/19/2021 

APPROVED 02/16/2021 
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 With no further business the Board adjourned to reconvene at 8:00 o’clock a.m., February 

23, 2021. 

 

 

 

       _________________________________ 

       Gerald Jacobson, Chair 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator 

Clerk of the Board 


